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to some or other form of totalitarianism.   From the
Marxist or Fascist point of view, nearly all that
Dickens stands for can be written off as " bourgeois
morality ".   But in moral outlook no one could be
more   " bourgeois"   than   the   English   working
classes.   The   ordinary   people   in   the   Western
countries have never entered, mentally, into the
world of" realism " and power-politics.   They may
do so before long, in which case Dickens will be as
out of date as the cabhorse.   But in his own age and
ours he has been popular chiefly because he was able
to express in a comic, simplified and therefore
memorable form the native decency of the common
man.   And it is important that from this point of
view people of very different types can be described
as " common".   In a country like England, in
spite of its class-structure, there does exist a certain
cultural unity.   All through the Christian ages, and
especially since the French Revolution, the Western
world has been haunted by the idea of freedom and
equality; it is only an idea, but it has penetrated to
all ranks of society.   The most atrocious injustices,
cruelties, lies, snobberies exist everywhere, but there
are not many people left who can regard these things
with the same indifference as, say, a Roman slave-
owner.   Even the millionaire suffers from a vague
sense of guilt, like a dog eating a stolen leg of
mutton.   Nearly  everyone,   whatever  his   actual
conduct may be, responds emotionally to the idea
of human brotherhood.   Dickens voiced a code
which was and on the whole still is believed in, even
by people who violate it.   It is difficult otherwise to
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